
Friends of St Giles PTFA 
Autumn 2020 Newsletter! 

 
Hello! Hope you’re all keeping well and settling back in to school life! It’s been lovely to see 
everyone again! I just wanted to write with a brief introduction to the new families in school and to 
update you on how we’re going to keep the PTFA up and running during these trickier times…. 
 
AGM: (The official bit!): We were due to have our AGM in April but had to postpone for obvious 
reasons. We are not planning to rearrange this as it would still be difficult to facilitate in the 
current circumstances and the only criteria that we had to cover officially was to establish and vote 
in this year’s committee and have a financial review. Parents were invited to register interest in my 
last letter in January and in absence of any (which I fully appreciate and totally understand!) the 
existing committee have all agreed to continue in their roles, with the exception of Bek Smith who 
is standing down. Big thanks to her for all her support over the years, she’ll be missed! 
 
Our current committee is:   Charlotte Brett (Chair), Kate Watkins (Treasurer), Charlotte Kelly 
(Secretary), Emma Birkett (Social Secretary) and Kate Stokes, Claire Gibson, Esther Ransome and 
Sarah Hopkinson as committee. 
 
A financial report is available to view on request. Suffice to say we had an excellent first year and 
have raised an incredible amount that we are using to invest in projects, such as the development 
of the outside learning area and also to provide some nice activities and treats for the children. 
 
If any parents, friends of family have an interest in becoming involved with the PTFA, we’d love to 
hear from you and our contact details will be at the bottom of the letter. Please also find us on 
facebook and like and share our page! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/757290451048652/?ref=share 

 
 
5p Challenge: Well done to everyone who diligently raided purses and collected in their 5p’s for us 
over the last year! We raised an incredible £218 and took the decision that you were all winners 
and hope the children all enjoyed their ice creams as a big THANKYOU!  
We will be running the 5p challenge again this year but slightly differently by collecting per class 
instead of per team as felt it would work better with the bubbles. For those new to school, it’s as 
simple as it sounds, each class will be in ‘friendly’ (!) competition with each other to see who can fill 
their bottle with 5p coins first! The winning team then gets a reward and the competition starts 
again! An easy and effective fundraiser! Thanks in advance for your participation and please only 
give what and if you can, we appreciate that cash isn’t being widely used at the moment. 
 
Christmas Cards: We are working with Arts Projects for Schools to create Christmas cards this year! 
The children will be designing their cards in class and then their design will come home with the 
relevant details on how you can then order them online! There will be various options from a pack 
of cards, to wrapping paper, to mugs varying in price dependant on the package you choose! All 
you have to do is place your order and then return your child’s art work to school and we’ll do the 
rest. Your orders will then be sent home with the children by the end of November. We will get a 
percentage of the money made straight into PTFA funds! We hope the children enjoy creating 
them! 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/757290451048652/?ref=share


Secret Santa: Sadly there are a lot of seasonal events that we won’t be able to run this year such as 
the Christmas Fair, however we do feel it would be great to still do a version of our traditional 
‘Secret Santa’ event as we know that both parents and children particularly love it (And we do too!) 
So our plan is that instead of asking for donations, we will purchase and wrap a selection of ‘gifts’ 
for the children to then choose and purchase for their Mums and Dads or anyone else special in 
their lives! As usual it’ll be limited to two gifts per child and we’ll encourage the children to write 
their own labels. 
Calendar: We are hoping to put together a 2021 calendar with some local scenic photography 
advertising some of the local businesses that have supported us in the past by way of giving thanks 
and support back to them. We will keep you posted….watch this space! Hopefully they’ll make nice 
Christmas pressies! 
 
Uniform: We have previously held pre-loved uniform sales but unfortunately aren’t able to do so at 
present. We do still have a lot of second hand uniform available though, and plan to sort through it 
all and display some of it on our facebook page in the future. If anyone would like any of it, please 
email us. Donations for it are entirely optional. If there isn’t any uptake for it in school, we will 
donate it elsewhere. We would of course ensure it’s been cleaned and stored in isolation prior to 
passing it on to you. 
 
Planning ahead in to next year we have plans to create our own unique ‘Friends of St Giles 
Cookbook’ so we will be on the search for some of your favourite recipes, hopefully illustrated by 
our very talented children and we also have plans to work with Arts for Schools again to create 
some school tea towels for the summer term…watch this space!  For those who may not be familiar 
with it yet, we are registered with easyfundraising which is a great way to raise funds at no extra 
costs to yourselves…please see the details below. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, as ever, your support is much appreciated. 
Hopefully in the future, we can get back to having the usual termly meetings again and look 
forward to welcoming new faces! The ethos of our PTFA is to keep it relaxed and simple and have 
plenty of fun along the way, we look forward to getting back to some of our usual events in the not 
too distant future but for now hopefully there’s a bit of something to keep us all going!  
 
 

 
 
 

We are registered with easyfundraising which means you can raise FREE donations for us 

every time you shop online. Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate to us when you use 

easyfundraising to shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! Shops include eBay, John 

Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch and many more. 

 

These donations really mount up and make a BIG difference to our small school, so we’d 

really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and support us. With the gifting 

season approaching, its really worth taking the time to collect donations! How to help: 

  go to easyfundraising.com and search for  Friends of St Giles PTFA Matlock 

 register using Friends of St Giles PTFA Matlock as your cause.  

 download the phone app or browser plug-in 

http://easyfundraising.com/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fostgilesptfamatlock/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_content=en-e2


 Each time you shop on a website liked to easyfundraising the browser plug-in will 

remind you.  

 Or click through from the app to your favourite shopping website before making 

your purchase. 

 Start collecting ££££s each time you shop online! 

Thank you so much! 

 
 
Contact details:  stgilesptfa@gmail.com or find us on facebook on this link! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/757290451048652/?ref=share 

 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Charlotte Brett, 
Chair, 
Friends of St Giles PTFA 
 
 

mailto:stgilesptfa@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/757290451048652/?ref=share

