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4th March 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We are all busy getting ready for the big return to school on Monday 8th March. I hope that 
this newsletter gives you all the information you need to help the transition back to school 
run as smoothly and safely as possible, but if there is anything else that you need to know, 
please email me or call Sally or Charlotte in the office. 
 
I am aware that this letter might sound a bit bossy at times, but please understand that all 
these arrangements are put in place to reduce the chances of transmission of Covid-19. If 
we have a positive case in school, then we will have to issue legally binding notifications that 
children have to self-isolate for 10 days. That will be massively disruptive and if there are 
things that we can do to reduce the risk, then we should do them. 
 
Many of the arrangements are the same (or very similar) as pre-Christmas arrangements, 
but please read this letter carefully as there may be some small changes. 
 
Arriving at school 
We are asking parents to follow a staggered start system to reduce the amount of queuing 
outside school and also spread out the flow of parents and children along Starkholmes 
Road. 
 
If your child is in Class 1 or Class 2 (Infants), please arrive at school between 8:40am and 
8:50am. If your child is in Class 3 or Class 4 (Juniors), please arrive at school between 
8:50am and 9am. If you have children in both bubbles, please use the Junior timings 
 
I fully understand that it’s not always possible to predict exactly what time you will arrive at 
school. I have a 6-year-old and a 3-year-old, and leaving the house takes approximately 3 
days. However, please do what you can to arrive within the given time slots. It is important 
that Juniors Do Not arrive before 8:50am. Before Christmas we were getting a group of 
Juniors who would just hang around by the front door waiting to be let in, but we cannot have 
this. As the Infant families have to then squeeze past them or through them in order to leave 
the site. 
 
Please keep to the right and follow the one-way system, ensuring social distancing from 
other families at all times. 
 
Leaving School 
If you have a child in the Infants, please collect them at 3:05pm. If you have a child in 
Juniors (or children in both bubbles), please collect your child at 3:15pm. 
All parents should queue in the one-way system and not congregate on the lower part of the 
path. If you have Junior children and are bringing a pushchair with you, then please wait at 
the bottom of the steps on the path by the grit bin and we will send your child down to you. 
 
Face Coverings 
I ask that all parents wear face coverings whilst queuing outside the school. 



Parking 
Please do not use the school Car Park at dropping off and picking up times. Park carefully 
on Starkholmes Road and avoid parking on the speed bumps or across people's drives. 
 
Uniform and PE 
We will be expecting children to wear school uniform from Monday 8th March, however, we 
are very aware that children have grown and that shops are closed (apparently those that 
are open have also sold out of school uniform). Therefore, we do understand that not every 
child will have a full week’s set of perfect uniform at the moment. We just ask that you follow 
our school uniform as closely as is reasonably possible at the moment. 
 
The weather is warming up, but we could still have cold days ahead of us, especially as we 
need to keep windows open for ventilation. Please ensure that they have something warm to 
wear if it does drop cold. 
 
On PE days, children should come dressed ready for PE as they did before Christmas. 
 
PE days are as follows: 
Class 1 and Class 2 – Tuesday and Wednesday 
Class 3 – Thursday and Friday 
Class 4 - Tuesday and Friday 
 
 
Outdoor Shoes 
As the weather gets better, we are able to use the field more and more. This really helps us 
in school as it means that we can keep the two bubbles separate without having to split the 
playground up. If every child had a pair of wellies or old shoes/trainers in school that can get 
muddy, then we would be able to use the field more and the children would be much 
happier! 
 
Equipment 
It is important that we reduce the amount of unnecessary "stuff" going backwards and 
forwards between home and school. So please do not let the children bring toys or anything 
else that they don’t need with them. If children have something that they would like to show 
their class, then Class Dojo will still be available and is an easy way of sharing photographs 
with their teacher or class. We do need them to bring their water bottle and reading books, 
but we ask that you keep Reading Records at home. Please use this to record when your 
child reads at home, and you will receive a notification on Class Dojo when someone reads 
with your child in school. 
 

Snacks 
Infant children receive a piece of fruit every day. We do not provide fruit for Juniors, but they 
are very welcome to bring one portion of fruit in each day to be eaten at breaktime. Every 
Friday at St Giles is "Treat Friday" all children can bring in a biscuit, cake, snack bar, 
chocolate biscuit or packet of crisps to enjoy at break time. Please do not send your child 
with a bag of sweets or a bar of chocolate. 
 
Reading Books and Borrowed IT Equipment 
If you have any reading books, laptops or other equipment that you have borrowed during 
the closure, please return them to school as soon as possible. 
 
Communicating with Teachers 
There will be times when you need to speak to your child’s teacher. In normal times, the start 
and end of the school day are natural times for these conversations to happen, but, at the 



moment, we need to keep queues moving and try and avoid face to face conversations if 
possible. The best ways to keep in touch with your child’s teacher at the moment are by 
emailing them directly, using Class Dojo, or phoning the office and asking the teacher to call 
you back. 
 
If you need to speak to Charlotte or Sally in the office, please do not come into the reception 
area, but knock on their window. They will either come out to see you or wave you in. 
 
Covid-19 rapid testing 
As you have a child in Primary School, all adults in your family and support bubble are 
eligible to take twice weekly rapid lateral flow tests which give a result after 30 minutes. If 
possible, you should collect the test kits from a test site, but if that is not possible, then you 
can order a pack of free tests to be sent to your house by following this link. 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
It is totally optional, but the more people test regularly, the quicker we can detect positive 
cases and therefore act quickly to stop it spreading. Please note that this system is not for 
testing your children, but just the adults in your household/support bubble/childcare bubble. 
 
Breakfast Club and After-School Club 
Our breakfast club and after-school clubs are both fully up and running. Please telephone or 
email the office to book any places that you require. 
 
I hope that this letter has provided answers to most of your questions, but please email me 
or telephone school if you do have any further questions. 
 
We are all looking forward to welcome everyone back on Monday. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Ben Twelves 
Executive Headteacher  
St Giles CE (Matlock) and Turnditch CE Primary Schools 
 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

