
 

St. Giles CE Primary School 
                         Achieving Through Adventure 

 

 

27th August 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I hope you have managed to have a rest, or break of some kind, during the holidays. Last year 

turned out to be the strangest school year in our lifetimes and, whilst things will still be different 

this coming year, we are doing everything we can to make things as normal as possible.  

 

Over the last few days, the country's leading scientists have been making statements about the 

importance of children returning to school and I agree with their view that the best and safest place 

for children to be now is back in school. The risk of them becoming seriously ill due to Covid 19 is 

much smaller than the risk of damage to their mental health, future prospects and social skills 

caused by further absence from school. 

 

It is a strange time to join a new school, but I really am looking forward to meeting and welcoming 

all of you and your children when term starts for years 1 to 6 on Thursday 3rd September. 

 

At the end of last term, Mrs Foster and I sent out a letter outlining some of the systems that we have 

put in place to help ensure that St Giles is the safest place that it can possibly be, and I would ask 

you to carefully read that letter so that everything is fresh in your mind. However, once the children 

have returned, we will, undoubtedly, tweak our systems and find even better ways of doing things, 

so please be patient and bear with us if we do change things during the first couple of weeks. 

 

I would like to reiterate, or clarify, the following points. 

 

1) Start and Finish Times. In order to keep our two "bubbles" separate, and to help parents to 

social distance when arriving at school, children in Classes 1 and 2 should arrive between 8:40am 

and 8:50am and be picked up at 3:10pm. Children in Classes 3 and 4 should arrive between 8:50am 

and 9am and be collected at 3:25pm.  

 

2) Arrival Times for New Reception Children. Our new Reception children will be starting 

school on Monday 7th September. Normally, parents would accompany their children to their 

classrooms, but understandably, we are not able to do that this year. In order to spread out the 

arrivals on their first day, and to give the teachers opportunity to welcome the children individually, 

we ask that any new Reception children with siblings already at St Giles arrive between 9am and 

9:30am (siblings can arrive with them at this time) and all other new Reception children arrive 

between 9:30am and 10am. This will only apply on their first day; after that, they will use the times 

for Classes 1 and 2 shown above. 

 

3) Children with Symptoms.The most important and effective way of keeping everyone at school 

safe is to ensure that no one with possible Covid 19 symptoms comes into our school. If your child 

or anyone in their household displays symptoms, then they should follow the government 

guidelines, which are currently to self-isolate at home for 10 days and apply for a test to see if they 

have Covid 19. All other members of the household should self-isolate for 14 days. If you think 

your child may have been exposed to or has coronavirus, please contact the school on 01629 56813 

at the earliest opportunity. 



 

4) Social Distancing Outside School. It will take longer than usual for us to get all the children 

into school safely, especially for the first few days. Please help us by ensuring that, whilst waiting 

outside the gate, you leave a space of 2m between households. 

 

5) PE Kits and Uniforms Children should wear normal school uniforms when they are in school. 

However, we have made a decision that, on days that they have a PE lesson, children should come 

to school in their PE kit and wear it all day. We will review this policy once we are up and running. 

We will confirm which days your child will have P.E next week. Nobody will have P.E on the first 

two days back in school.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this. I aim to send out a brief newsletter each week to keep 

you up to date with how things are going in school. But in the meantime, enjoy your last few days 

of the holidays and I look forward to meeting you soon. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

Mr Ben Twelves 
Headteacher  

St Giles CE Primary School 

 


