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1)  Draw a line to match the shape to the description:

2)  Draw a picture with exactly 20 right angles. Use squared paper to help.

1) Complete the sentences:

The angle in the corner of a square is called a   angle.

A right angle is the same as a   turn.

2)  Colour any shapes with right angles, then mark each right angle with a small square using your pencil or pen:

3)  Toby the turtle turned a quarter of a circle clockwise to make a right angle. Circle the pair of arrows that 
shows his start and end.

1) 	Write	your	own	name	here	in	capital	letters:	 

How many right angles can you find in your name?  

2)  Circle the odd one out:

Explain why you chose it:  

My shape has fewer right angles than Caroline’s.

Harvey

My shape has three right angles.

Akeem

My shape has more than double the number of right angles 
that Akeem’s shape has. 

Caroline

 End
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1)  Complete these sentences:

An angle less than a right angle is called an    angle.

An angle greater than a right angle, but less than 180°, is called an   angle.

2) Label each of these angles as obtuse, acute or a right angle. Draw your own angle in the empty box and label it: 

1)  Are the angles between the hour and minute hands 
on these clocks obtuse, acute or right angles? 

2) 	Place	these	letters	correctly	in	the	 
Venn diagram:

K      E      M      T      C      Y

1) Draw a shape with two obtuse 
angles and two acute angles.     

2)  Nikolas and Carla describe 
this	shape	differently:

Who do you agree with?  

Explain why:  

 

Has at least one 
acute angle

Has at least one 
obtuse angle

A

J

This shape has four 
right angles. Two of 
them are curved.

Nikolas

This shape has two 
right angles.

Carla
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1) Complete the sentences:

Straight lines that never meet and stay the same distance apart are called                                       lines. 

Straight lines which meet at a right angle are called                                       lines. 

2) Write the number of pairs of parallel and perpendicular lines you can see in each shape.  
Mark the right angles for the perpendicular lines. 

1) Robin wants to draw parallel lines. 

Which points should he join up to create a pair of parallel lines?     

He says, “If I draw a line from A to D, and one from B to C, the lines will be perpendicular to each other.”  

Is he correct?       
Prove it on the picture!

2) Tick the correct statements:

 Line AC is parallel to line DF.

 Line DE is perpendicular to line EF.

 Line AB is perpendicular to line AC.

 Line AB is parallel to line EF.

pairs of parallel lines:               pairs of parallel lines:               pairs of parallel lines:               

pairs of perpendicular  

lines:              

pairs of perpendicular  

lines:              

pairs of perpendicular  

lines:              

A

C

B

D

A

B C F

E
D
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1) This pentagon has no parallel lines. Can you explain, or show on the diagram, how you know?

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                     

                                                                                                     

2) Draw a picture of a house which has at least three pairs of parallel lines and three pairs of perpendicular lines.
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1) Label these lines as horizontal or vertical:

                                                                                                       

Now, find two examples of:

horizontal lines in the classroom                                                                                 

vertical lines in the classroom                                                                        

2) Use a red colouring pencil to trace over the vertical lines and a blue colouring 
pencil to trace over the horizontal lines in this shape. 

How many of each type are there? How many lines in the shape are neither  
horizontal nor vertical?

Vertical              Horizontal              Neither             

1) Circle the images which have a vertical line of symmetry.

Tick the images which have a horizontal line of symmetry.

Remember that some could have both.

2) Find three items in the classroom that have both a horizontal and vertical line of symmetry. 

                                                                                             

1) Scott sorts the letters in this word into two groups:

S Y M M E T R I C A L
He says:

What mistake has he made?

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                   

2) Use squared paper to create a picture using only horizontal and vertical lines.

3) Investigate: Can you find a word, written in capitals, that has six vertical lines? 

Write it here:                              

How many horizontal lines does it have?                              

The letters Y, M, T, I and A are the only symmetrical letters.



1) Which angle is the odd one out? 
 
 
 
 
 

Explain your answer: 

               

 

2) Romesh says, “A triangle can have two obtuse angles.”  

Is he correct?   

Prove it! 

        

 

1) Circle the obtuse angles:

 
 

2) Look at these shapes. Label each of the interior angles as obtuse, acute or a right angle.
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1)	 Write a statement about the angles in a trapezium that is

a) never true:   

 

b) always true:   

 

Explain your answer: 

2) Zafi adds three acute angles together to make an obtuse angle.

a) What is the smallest size her angles can be?    

b) What is the largest?    

c) Prove it!   
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1)	 Which of these shapes is the odd one out based on its angles?    
Explain your answer:  

        

        

        

2)	 Tilly says, “Angle b is the largest.”  
Jaz says, “The angles are the same size.” 
Whom do you agree with? Why? 

       

       

               

               

1)	 Order these angles from smallest to largest by labelling them from 1-4.

 
 
 

2)	 Look at this shape and use < and > symbols to complete the statements below. 

angle a angle c 

angle b angle a 

angle d angle a

3)	 Label two of the angles in the shape above as either acute or obtuse.

a

b

c

a

b

c

d

a) b)
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1)	  Kel and Holly disagree: 
Kel says, “I can draw one right angle and three acute angles which would add up to 360° all together.” 
Holly says, “I can draw one right angle and three obtuse angles which would add up to 360°  
all together.”  

Who is correct?       

Explain your answer.  

  

 

2)	 Gem draws four angles that have a sum of 360°. She says, “One angle is acute and a multiple of 10. The second 
angle is a quarter turn. The third angle is obtuse and a multiple of 25. The fourth angle is 55°.”  

What could the angles be?       

Is there more than one possibility? Show how you know. 
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Terrifying Tsunamis
Step 4 Extending Reading Skills

Q1: What does the word tsunami mean?

 

Q3: ‘...which can travel across the ocean faster than a jet plane...’ 
Why does the author describe a tsunami in this way?

 

 

Q2: Why might people confuse tsunamis and tidal waves?

  

 

What is a Tsunami?

The word tsunami is pronounced /soo-NAH-mee/. It comes from two Japanese words: tsu 
meaning ‘harbour’ and nami meaning ‘wave’, so tsunami literally means ‘harbour wave’. A 
tsunami is an extremely large wave, which can travel across the ocean faster than jet plane, 
destroying everything in its path – including whole islands and everything on them. 

As they are both powerful and destructive, tsunamis 
are sometimes called tidal waves by mistake. A 
tsunami is not the same as a tidal wave because 
tsunamis have nothing to do with the tide. 

Usually, two tsunamis happen every year across 
the world, with a really bad tsunami happening 
once in every fifteen years. Around four out of every 
five tsunamis happen within the ‘Ring of Fire’ – 
an area in the Pacific Ocean where earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions often take place. 
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How Are Tsunamis Caused? 
Tsunamis can be caused by many natural events, such as underwater landslides, volcanic 
eruptions or the Earth being hit by a meteor. However, tsunamis are most commonly caused by 
earthquakes. 

The Earth’s crust is made up of giant slabs of rock, called tectonic plates. These plates are always 
moving but only by around 2cm per year. Sometimes, as they move, they can grind together. If 
the plates get stuck whilst moving, pressure builds up and they can suddenly slam into a new 
position. This causes an earthquake.

If this happens beneath the sea floor, the water above the 
plates rises and suddenly starts to spread across the ocean. 
This is a tsunami. Out in the open ocean, the tsunami’s 
waves are only around 1 metre high. However, as the waves 
travel towards land, they slow down and begin to grow. 
They can grow to over thirty metres tall – as tall as the 
famous statue Christ the Redeemer, which towers over Rio 
de Janeiro in Brazil. 

The height of a tsunami’s waves can change depending on where it hits the coast. Where a large 
wave caused by an average storm could travel up to 150 metres inland, a tsunami’s waves could 
reach up to a terrifying 1,500m –ten times further. 

Terrifying Tsunamis

Q4: Approximately how much do tectonic plates move each year?

 

Q6: Find and copy an adjective which describes the distance a tsunami can  
travel inland.

 

Q5: Why do you think the author compares the height a tsunami can reach to a 
famous statue in Brazil? 
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Before a tsunami strikes, eagle-eyed scientists can spot a few warning signs that may help to 
save lives. Tsunamis can cause the ground near the coast to shake for more than twenty seconds 
at a time, and may cause the ocean to pull backwards, leaving bare sand where the sea used to 
be. There may also be loud, booming noises which come from nowhere. It is not just humans who 
can take notice of these warning signs. Around the time that a tsunami is about to strike, animals 
can be seen behaving strangely or beginning to leave the area.

If any of these signs are spotted, you must immediately move away from coastal areas and make 
your way to higher ground, not making the common mistake of stopping to pack up belongings 
or visit friends. If it is not possible to escape to higher ground, many people manage to survive 
tsunamis by clinging on to floating objects – allowing themselves to be taken wherever the water 
wants to flow. 

In an attempt to save lives in the future, scientists have developed the Pacific Tsunami Warning 
System, based in Hawaii, USA. This system gives plenty of time to warn people living in vulnerable 
coastal areas. Despite the huge cost, systems like this are being built to protect people living 
beside the ocean all around the world.

Q7a: How is the information in this text organised?

 

 

Q7b: For what reason has this been done?

 

 

Terrifying Tsunamis

How Can I Survive a Tsunami?

Q8: Why do you think that packing up belongings or visiting friends is a ‘common 
mistake’? 
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Q11: Summarise what you have read in 25 words or less.

  

 

 

Terrifying Tsunamis

Q9: ‘...eagle-eyed scientists can spot a few warning signs...’ 
 Why does the word ‘eagle-eyed’ tell you about the scientists?

 

 

 

Q10: Why are systems like the Pacific Tsunami Warning System being built 
around the world if they are so expensive? 
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Terrifying Tsunamis Answers

Q2: ‘...they’d plunder and pillage with glee.’ What do you think that this phrase means?

Accept answers which equate the phrase to meaning happily stealing / robbing / thieving 
from other ships. 

Q2: Why might people confuse tsunamis and tidal waves?

Accept any answer which relates to the fact that tsunamis and tidal waves are both 
overly large waves which cause damage, such as:

• They might get them mixed up because they are both extremely big waves.

• They are both big waves which cause a lot of damage.

Q3: ‘...which can travel across the ocean faster than a jet plane...’

 Why does the author describe a tsunami in this way?

Accept answers which relate to the author’s intent to explain a tsunami’s speed in a 
way that regular readers would understand, such as:

• It helps the reader to understand it because most people know how fast a plane 
travels.

• By comparing it to something they know, the reader can understand it better.

Q4:  Approximately how much do tectonic plates move each year?

Accept the answer ‘(around) 2cm’ only.

Step 4 Extending Reading Skills

Q1: What does the word tsunami mean?

Accept the answer ‘harbour wave’ only.
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Terrifying Tsunamis Answers

Q5: Why do you think the author compares the height a tsunami can reach to a famous statue 
in Brazil?

Accept answers which relate to the author’s intent to explain a tsunami’s height in a 
way that regular readers would understand, such as:

• It helps the reader to understand it because most people can imagine how tall that 
statue is compared to themselves.

• By comparing it to something they know, the reader can visualise it better.

Q6:  Find and copy an adjective which describes the distance a tsunami can travel inland.

Accept the answer ‘terrifying’ only.

Q7a:  How is the information in this text organised?

Accept any one or both of the following answers:

• The author has used subheadings.

• It is organised by topic – the text is split into sections about different things.

Q7b:  For what reason has this been done?

Accept any answer which relates to making the text easier to read, making it easier to 
find specific bits of information or organising the text by content.

Q8:  Why do you think that packing up belongings or visiting friends is a ‘common mistake’?

Accept answers which discuss the fact that a lot of people would do this, not wanting 
to lose their items or leave their friends in danger, such as:

It might be a common mistake because lots of people rush back for their items because 
they don’t want to lose them and then get caught by the tsunami.

Q9: ‘...eagle-eyed scientists can spot a few warning signs...’

Why does the word ‘eagle-eyed’ tell you about the scientists?

Accept answers which relate to scientists being very observant, quick to respond, always 
watching or especially good at their jobs, such as:

It tells us that the scientists are always watching carefully for the warning signs.
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Terrifying Tsunamis Answers

Q10:  Why are systems like the Pacific Tsunami Warning System being built around the world 
if they are so expensive?

Accept answers which state that the value of human lives and safety outweighs the cost 
of the systems, such as:

• Even though they are expensive, it is worth the money to save many lives.

• They are being built because the cost is nothing compared to the value of the lives 
they will save.

• The money does not matter because they are so important to safety. 

Q11:  Summarise what you have read in 25 words or less.

Accept any reasonable summary of the text, including the definition of a tsunami, 
provided that it is given in 25 words or less, such as:

‘Tsunamis are large waves that are caused by earthquakes, which grow over 30m tall 
and can travel 1,500m inland. People must get to higher ground.’
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A Transcript of Earth Today – Episode 4
Hosted by Brooke Dylan  

Step 5 Consolidating Reading Skills

Q1: Find and copy three ways that the Earth is changing according to scientists.

•  

•   

•  

Hello and welcome to Earth Today. Joining us on today’s show we have 
environmental specialist, Patricia Peters. It’s so lovely to have you with us 
today, Patricia.
It’s great to be here, Brooke. Thanks for having me on the show.
So, you’re quite the expert within your field, Patricia. Tell the viewers a bit 
about the latest news on our beloved planet’s health.
Well, each year, scientists look at how the Earth is changing and, unfortunately, 
it isn’t for the better. Sea levels are rising, the polar ice caps are shrinking in 
size and weather is becoming more unpredictable and extreme, with more 
floods, hurricanes and tornadoes. Scientists have also noticed that animals 
have picked up on these changes too: insects are being born sooner to pollinate 
flowers which are blooming earlier, birds are laying their eggs sooner and 
some animals, such as bears, have stopped hibernating. Scientists know that 
these changes aren’t happening at random, they are the result of global 
warming.
That sounds terrifying, Patricia. For our younger viewers at home, can you 
explain to us a little bit more about global warming? Is it as simple as it 
sounds?
Global warming is the slow rise in the Earth’s temperature of the Earth’s. 
The planet Earth is naturally warmed up by rays from the sun, which pass 
through its atmosphere and are reflected back out into space. 
Sorry to interrupt Patricia but what is an ‘atmosphere’?
Well, the atmosphere is a bit like a huge bubble which protects a 
planet. It is made of lots of different gases. Some of them 
are called ‘greenhouse gases’ because they keep the Earth 
nice and warm, like a greenhouse does for plants. They 
make a bit of a blanket around the Earth – keeping 
it warm but not too warm. With the right amount of 
greenhouse gases, the extra heat from the sun is reflected 
back out into space – keeping our lovely planet at just the 
right temperature for animals and plants to survive.

Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:
Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:
Patricia Peters:
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Q3: Which two words show that Patricia knows a lot about the planet Earth and its 

environment?

 

A Transcript of Earth Today

Q2: How does Patricia feel about the way that the Earth is changing?  
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

 

 

 

So, in a way, global warming is a good thing?
Yes! Without some global warming, our planet would be too cold to live on. 
However, the problem, Brooke, is the amount of greenhouse gases in our 
atmosphere at the moment. If we have extra greenhouse gases, the Earth’s 
‘blanket’ gets too thick. It’s like having a thick quilt on the hottest summer 
day. The blanket traps too much heat in the Earth’s atmosphere – that’s 
when global warming becomes a bad thing.
Ahhh, so that’s why the polar ice caps are starting to melt.
Exactly. Earth is getting warmer and warmer year by year. Since 1900, the 
planet has only warmed up by around 0.8 degrees Celsius, which doesn’t 
sound like much. However, by the year 2100, scientists have predicted that 
the Earth’s temperature could be up to 5 degrees warmer than it is now.
Surely that’s not too bad, right? I mean, when I go on holiday to Spain, the 
temperature is more than five degrees hotter there than in England, isn’t it?
If England’s weather became 
like Spain’s, and Spain’s weather 
became like that of the deserts of 
Africa, how hot would the deserts 
become? An overall temperature 
rise of only 5 degrees Celsius 
around the whole of the planet 
Earth was all it took to bring us 
out of the last Ice Age. Imagine 
what that would do to the little ice 
we have left in our polar regions! 

Brooke Dylan:
Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:
Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:
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Q5: Why do you think that Patricia compares excess greenhouse gases in the atmosphere 
as like ‘a thick quilt on the hottest summer day’?

 

 

 

Q6: Why doesn’t Brooke think that the Earth’s predicted rise in temperature is a bad thing?

 

 

 

Q8: Describe how both Brooke and Patricia feel about the change in the Earth’s 
      temperature at this point of the transcript.  

  

 

 

 

A Transcript of Earth Today

Q4: By how many degrees Celsius do scientists predict that the Earth’s 
temperature could rise by the year 2100?

 

Q7: ‘Imagine what that would do to the little ice we have left in our polar regions!’ 
What effect does this sentence have on the reader?
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Q9: Why doesn’t Brooke initially think that the melting of the polar ice caps will  
      affect her?

 

 

 

Q11: Why does Brooke suddenly start taking global warming seriously?

 

 

 

Q10: Which word in the text means that something has vanished from 
existence and will never return? 

 

That sounds terrible, but why is the polar ice melting such a bad thing? We 
live in England.
There isn’t a big wall around our country, Brooke. If temperatures rise 
enough to melt the polar ice caps, that water goes into the oceans and, when 
the oceans get more water, the sea levels rise. All of our cities on the coasts 
would flood.
Oh no! I live on the coast!
Also, places that usually get lots of rain and snowfall could become hotter 
and drier because of the rise in the Earth’s temperature. With less water 
and more droughts, plants and crops would not grow and some plants and 
animals could become extinct.
This sounds awful, Patricia; I love animals.
That’s not the worst of it, Brooke. Lakes and rivers could dry up, giving us 
less water for drinking, bathing and swimming. We could also see more 
hurricanes, tornadoes and storms which are caused by changes in heat. Life 
as we know it would be changed completely. 
Patricia, what can we do to sort this out? We cannot go on like this. I can’t 
just stop going swimming!
Stay tuned and join us after this break to find out what you can do to tackle 
the biggest threat to our planet. We’ll be right back.

Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:
Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:
Patricia Peters:

Brooke Dylan:

Patricia Peters:

A Transcript of Earth Today
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A Transcript of Earth Today

Q12: Summarise what you have learned about global warming from this transcript in 
30 words or less. 
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Step 5 Consolidating Reading Skills

A Transcript of Earth Today Answers
Q1:  Find and copy three ways that the Earth is changing according to scientists.

Accept any three of the following answers:

• Sea levels are rising.

• Polar ice caps are reducing in size.

• Weather inland is becoming more erratic / extreme.

• There has been an increase in flooding.

• There has been an increase in hurricanes.

• There has been an increase in tornadoes.

• Insects are being born sooner.

• Flowers are blooming earlier.

• Birds are laying their eggs sooner.

• Birds are migrating sooner.

• Some animals have stopped hibernating.

Q2: How does Patricia feel about the way that the Earth is changing? Use evidence from the 
text to support your answer.

Accept answers which state that Patricia does not like the way that the Earth is changing 
and incorporate the evidence ‘unfortunately, it isn’t for the better’.

Q3: Which two words show that Patricia knows a lot about the planet Earth and its environment?

Accept the words ‘specialist’ and ‘expert’ only.

Q4:  By how many degrees Celsius do scientists predict that the Earth’s temperature could rise 
by the year 2100?

Accept the answer ‘five (degrees Celsius)’ only.

visit twinkl.comPage 1 of 3



A Transcript of Earth Today Answers

Q5: Why do you think that Patricia compares excess greenhouse gases in the atmosphere as 
like ‘a thick duvet on the hottest summer day’?

Accept answers which discuss that this analogy makes it easier for viewers / readers 
/ Brooke to understand the concept in terms they are familiar with / have experienced 
from themselves, e.g.

• By describing it in this way, it helps people to understand it better because it is 
compared to something they have experienced.

Q6: Why doesn’t Brooke think that the Earth’s predicted rise in temperature is a bad thing?

Accept answers which discuss the following themes:

• She does not understand its severity / consequences.

• She does not understand the impact of a global temperature rise.

• She has experienced 5 degrees hotter than England and does not think that this is 
bad.

Q7:  ‘Imagine what that would do to the little ice we have left in our polar regions!’

  What effect does this sentence have on the reader?

Accept answers which discuss the fact that the reader is encouraged to think for 
themselves about the consequences / impact of the temperature rise, such as:

• Writing in this way makes the reader think for themselves and imagine the changes.

• The sentence emphasises that we already have ‘little’ ice left and makes the reader 
consider the impact of the changes.

Q8: Describe how both Brooke and Patricia feel about the change in the Earth’s  temperature 
      at this point of the transcript. 

Accept answers which discuss the feelings of both participants about the Earth’s 
temperature, in line with the following themes:

Brooke:

• feels as though it isn’t necessarily a bad thing.

• doesn’t understand the severity so isn’t really bothered.

• compares the weather to that in Spain and doesn’t feel that it is ‘too bad’. 
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Patricia:

• feels passionately about how severe the changes will be.

• tries to impart the seriousness of the temperature change to Brooke.

• feels desperately that it is serious and damaging.

Q9: Why doesn’t Brooke initially think that the melting of the polar ice caps will affect her?

Accept answers which discuss that Brooke does not think it will affect her because she 
lives in England and does not live in the Polar Regions, such as:

• Brooke thinks that the polar ice caps are far away from her so their melting will not 
affect her life.

• She thinks that because she lives in England she will be fine so she is not bothered 
about the polar ice caps melting.

Q10: Which word in the text means that something has vanished from existence and  
         will never return?

Accept the answer ‘extinct’ only.

Q11: Why does Brooke suddenly start taking global warming seriously?

Accept answers which discuss that Brooke only starts to take global warming seriously 
when she realises that it affects her and the things she likes, such as:

• Brooke suddenly starts taking it seriously when she realises that her house might 
become flooded.

• She starts to take it seriously because things she likes will be affected, such as her 
home and animals she likes.

• She realises her lifestyle will be affected and does not want that to happen.

Q12: Summarise what you have learned about global warming from this transcript in 30 
words or less. 

Accept any reasonable recap of global warming, which includes many of the key aspects 
covered in this text, in thirty words or less, such as:

‘Global warming is when the Earth’s temperature rises too much because excess 
greenhouse gases will not let the sun’s heat escape the Earth’s atmosphere.’

A Transcript of Earth Today Answers
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Dodge tilted his head to the wind and sniffed the air. It smelt dry 
and dusty like it always did just before it rained. He listened. A 
strange roar rumbled in the distance, like a heavy train thundering 
down the track. He tilted his head again, trying to get a better 
view but the buildings were in his way. He looked along the street 
towards the park, then back towards the underpass where he had 
sheltered for the night. Strange, he thought. No humans. That 
was never a good sign. 

The roar was getting louder. He scampered up the hill to get a better view. Raising his front paws 
against an old bin, Dodge stared over the buildings towards the vast plains of the American 
Midwest. There, in the near-distance, tearing up everything in its path and reaching high into 
the sky like a giant spinning-top, was a raging mass of swirling wind. He’d seen something like 
this before - the humans called them tornadoes – but this one was the biggest yet, and it was 
headed straight for the town. Dodge made a little whimpering noise and sprinted towards the 
underpass. 

The wind was getting stronger. Leaves, rubbish and old plastic bags danced in circles in the air 
as Dodge darted between them. Trees bent unnaturally on the street-side and tiles torn from 
roofs landed like missiles on the road. Dodge focused on the underpass. It was a strong-looking 
bridge made to carry heavy lorries. If he could make it there, he would be safe. The roar of the 
tornado was louder than ever now; the sound of ripping metal adding to the deafening noise 
as the wind whipped at his fur. He weaved through a mist of dust and rubble and with a huge 
leap dived into the underpass. He nuzzled under his blanket, clenching it with his teeth. With 
his eyes tightly shut and with the tornado raging around him, he wondered where Banjo was. 

Dodge could feel all sorts of things hitting him. They were small at first, like wrappers and 
pieces of cardboard but they were getting larger and starting to hurt. He opened his eyes 
slightly. Dark clouds hung angrily over the buildings and he could see a huge column of wind 
spinning down the street towards him. It was ripping and tearing at anything in its path. Cars 
were tossed around the street like toys, windows were smashed and whole branches were torn 
from trees. The sound was unbelievably scary and loud. 

An Extract from

Step 6 Advancing Reading Skills

Dodge and the Tornado 
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Dodge and the Tornado

Dodge whimpered and held his front paws over his eyes. He just needed to stay put and wait 
for the tornado to go away. Then he would find Banjo and everything would be alright again. 
He was safe where he was. The underpass was made of steel and bricks. The tornado wasn’t 
that strong… was it?  

Something hard thudded into his side and he yelped. He turned in time to watch his blanket 
disappear into the swirling wind. He cowered and lowered his head. The twisting column was 
almost at the mouth of the underpass now – metres away – screaming and thundering with 
rage. The bridge trembled and the ground vibrated like an earthquake. Stones kept spitting and 
whipping into Dodge’s body and he could feel the pull of the tornado as it tried to suck him 
into its grasp. 

It was no good. It wasn’t safe here after all. He felt as if the entire bridge was about to collapse 
at any moment. Dodge spun around and sprinted away from the storm.

That’s when he heard it. A familiar sound. Something he couldn’t ignore. He stopped and 
turned around again, staring into the mass of destruction as it spat stones, glass and tin cans 
like bullets around his head. Dodge took a deep breath, slowly stepped forward and stared into 
the eye of the tornado. 

There it was again. That sound. He couldn’t wait any longer. In an instant, Dodge was running 
towards the tornado. Towards danger.  

As he approached the mouth of the underpass – where the tornado was at its strongest - Dodge 
began to accelerate. He was small, but he had always been fast. If he was quick enough, 
perhaps he could dart through the tornado without getting sucked in. Just as he was about to 
hit the column of spinning wind, Dodge closed his eyes and leapt forward. 

Boomff! 

The tornado grabbed him, twirling and 
tossing him through the air. It roared at him, 
screamed at him, twisting his body this way 
then that way. Heavy lumps thumped at his 
chest, legs and head. Up he went, weightless 
and dizzy, spinning wildly. But despite the 
tornado’s tight grip, Dodge could feel himself 
slipping free. 
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Suddenly, the tornado released him. He was hurtling downwards now. He opened his eyes to 
find himself way above the buildings! He looked down. The roof of a nearby building was close. 
Too close. He was going to crash straight through it. Before he had time to think, Dodge landed, 
rolling and summersaulting along a partly destroyed roof, then onto his paws. He pounced up 
and carried on sprinting through the storm, dashing across a wooden beam, then leaping onto 
a lower building. Within three steps he had jumped to a window ledge, then bounded off a 
nearby wall to land safely on all fours in the middle of the street. He peered around. It looked 
like a bomb had hit it. 

Dodge smelt the air, out of breath and bruised. He tilted his head. The scream of the tornado 
had lessened, but he wasn’t listening for that. 

There. There was that sound again. Dodge sprinted into a nearby building and down some 
stairs. It was dark and the sound began to get louder. Dodge stopped again, sniffing the floor. 
He was relying on his sense of smell now. He picked up the scent and bounded along a corridor 
of broken furniture and flickering lights. 

As he turned the corner, he found what he had been looking for. There, trapped under a heap 
of fallen shelves and wooden cabinets, was an old man whistling his special tune. Dodge 
squeaked with happiness and licked the man’s face.   

He had found Banjo.

Q1: What kind of creature do you think Dodge is? 

Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

  

  

 

Q2: ‘Strange, he thought. No humans. That was never a good sign.’  

Why did Dodge think that seeing no humans was a bad sign?

 

 

 

Dodge and the Tornado
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Q3: In which country is this story set? 

 

Q4: Why did Dodge choose to hide underneath the underpass?  
Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

  

 

 

Q7: ‘He was relying on his sense of smell now.’

       Why did Dodge rely solely on his sense of smell?

  

 

 

Q6: ‘Dodge began to accelerate.’ 
In this sentence, what does the word accelerate mean?

 

 

Q5: ‘The tornado wasn’t that strong... was it?’ 
 By writing in this way, what effect has the author created?

 

 

 

Dodge and the Tornado
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Q8: Name two things that Banjo was trapped under.

•  

•  

Q9: Do you think Dodge has an owner? Give a reason for your answer.

  

 

 

Q10:  How are Dodge and Banjo similar? Give two reasons. 

1)  

 

2)  

 

 

Q11: What do you think that Dodge did next? Explain your answer.

 

 

 

Dodge and the Tornado
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Q12: Sum up the key points of this text in 30 words or less.

  

 

 

Dodge and the Tornado
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Dodge and the Tornado Answers

Step 6 Extending Reading Skills

Q1:  What kind of creature do you think Dodge is?  Use evidence from the text to support 
       your answer.

Accept the answer ‘dog’ provided that evidence from the text is used in support, such 
as:

• I think Dodge is a dog because it says that he ‘raised his front paws’ and that he 
‘landed safely on all fours’. Dogs have paws and four legs.

• Dodge is a dog because the text says that he sniffed the floor and followed the 
scent, which is something that dogs do.

Q2:  ‘Strange, he thought. No humans. That was never a good sign.’

Why did Dodge think that seeing no humans was a bad sign?

Accept answers relating to the fact that the humans were purposefully avoiding the 
area due to something they knew about but Dodge did not, such as:

• Dodge knew that the area was normally busy and it must mean that the humans 
were hiding from something he did not know about.

• Dodge thought that the humans would only be staying away if something 
dangerous was about to happen.

• Dodge knew that humans would not go into this area if there was a good reason to 
stay away so it was a bad sign for him that he was there.

Q3:  In which country is this story set?

Accept the answers ‘America’, ‘North America’, ‘United States of America’ or ‘USA’.

Q4:  Why did Dodge choose to hide underneath the underpass? 

 Use evidence from the text to support your answer.

Accept answers relating to the fact that Dodge thought that the underpass was strong 
enough to withstand the tornado, providing that relevant evidence from the text is 
also provided, such as:
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Dodge and the Tornado Answers

• Dodge thought that the underpass ‘was a strong-looking bridge made to carry 
heavy lorries’ so he thought it would be strong enough to withstand the tornado.

• The text says that the underpass was ‘made of steel and bricks’ and so Dodge knew 
that it would be strong and stay firm in the storm.

Q5:  ‘The tornado wasn’t that strong... was it?’

By writing in this way, what effect has the author created?

Accept reasonable answers which discuss creating the concept of doubt and suspense, 
such as:

• By using a rhetorical question, the author has made the reader question whether 
or not the tornado was stronger than Dodge thought.

• The rhetorical question makes the reader begin to doubt that Dodge is safe beneath 
the underpass.

• This sentence makes the reader question whether or not Dodge is safe so it builds 
suspense in the story.

Q6:  ‘Dodge began to accelerate.’

In this sentence, what does the word accelerate mean?

Accept any reasonable definition of the word accelerate based on its context in the 
story. The following, and their synonyms, are accepted:

• speed up

• get quicker

• hurry

• run

Q7: ‘He was relying on his sense of smell now.’

 Why did Dodge rely solely on his sense of smell?

Accept answers which discuss that Dodge could not see what he was looking for and 
smell was his only lead, or answers which discuss that dogs use their sense of smell to 
track down prey, such as:
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• Dodge relied on his sense of smell because he could not see the source of the noise.

• It says that the building was dark so Dodge might not have been able to see but 
dogs have a good sense of smell so he used that instead.

• Dodge was more confident using his good sense of smell because he could not see 
and could not tell where the noise was coming from.

Q8:  Name two things that Banjo was trapped under.

Accept the following answers only:

• (a heap of fallen) shelves

• (wooden) cabinets

Q9:  Do you think Dodge has an owner? Give a reason for your answer.

Accept either yes or no as an answer provided that a reasonable justification based on 
the text is given in support, e.g.

Yes because:

• He has a blanket and someone who cares for him must have bought that.

• He keeps thinking about someone called Banjo who he cares about.

• Banjo whistles Dodge’s ‘special tune’, which shows they know each other well.

• Dodge was very happy when he saw Banjo and licked his face, showing that they 
are close.

 
No because...

• He is living on the streets.

• He does not have a safe place to go inside during the storm.

• Nobody comes looking for him when the storm starts. 

Dodge and the Tornado Answers
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Q10:  How are Dodge and Banjo similar? Give two reasons.

  Accept any feasible similarity mentioned or inferred by the text, including:

• They had both been caught up in the storm.

• They had both been hurt by the tornado / its debris.

• They had both lost each other.

• They both knew the familiar tune.

Q11:  What do you think that Dodge did next? Explain your answer.

Accept any reasonable prediction based on the fact that he had found Banjo trapped 
under debris, such as:

• Dodge might try to pull the shelves and cabinets off Banjo to free him.

• Dodge might bark until someone comes to help.

• Dodge might go off in search of help from a human or another animal.

• Dodge might stay and comfort Banjo until help arrives.

Q12:  Sum up the key points of this text in 30 words or less.

Accept any summary of the text, which covers the key points of the tornado and Banjo 
in 30 words or less, such as:

‘During a tornado, a dog called Dodge left the underpass and followed a familiar 
sound to find his friend Banjo who was trapped under some rubble.’

Dodge and the Tornado Answers
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Nine Roman coins have been discovered 
in the Somerset garden of School Teacher 
Mrs Ship and are now to be put on  
public display. 

The nation was gripped last week as a local 
teacher became a millionaire thanks to a lucrative 
Roman find beneath her very feet.

Last year, Sally Ship, a 46-year-old secondary 
school art teacher from Somerset, decided to have 
an extension built on her home. ‘We’d outgrown 
our house but couldn’t find another one as nice,’ 
she explained. ‘Instead of moving, we decided to 
extend.’ The builders began work in March 2014 
and a few days later, Sally made a truly incredible 
find. ‘I remember watching the builders dig up my 
lawn. As I was giving out their cups of coffee, I 
noticed something in the hole they were digging; 
I had a feeling it was something special.’

‘Sally asked me to stop working because I was 
about to disturb whatever she’d seen. I hadn’t 
even spotted them,’ commented builder Karl 
Webb. ‘Finding treasure is a first for me!’ Mrs Ship 
told reporters how Karl had helped her climb into 
the hole to have a closer look. ‘I noticed another 
one and then another one,’ she added. ‘I was 
shaking. I knew this was something important 
so I immediately reported the find and told the 
builders they could go home until I’d found 
out what it was. I slept in the garden all night, 
guarding what I believed to be something very 
precious. My daughter thought I was crazy!’

‘I have to be honest, I thought they were some 
old, worthless bits of metal. When Mum said she 
was camping outside to guard her find, I thought 
she was totally overreacting,’ commented 
18-year-old Jenny Ship. ‘Mum and I love 
watching archaeology programmes. To think we 
had a little piece of history in our garden, well, 

it’s unbelievable really.’ Sally and Jenny have 
recently discovered that the nine coins are Roman 
and a mixture of bronze and silver. ‘Mum and  
I were excited to find out that the coins were 
really old. It gets you thinking about why they 
were there. Had they been dropped by accident? 
What had they bought?’

Mrs Ship explained that since her fantastic find, 
she has joined a local metal detectors group.  
‘It’s great fun! After all, you never know what 
you’re going to find.’

Last week, Mrs Ship’s collection of Roman coins 
was auctioned to eager collectors in London, 
where they sold for a staggering  £2,000,000. 
‘I couldn’t believe it!’ Mrs Ship reported with 
delight from the front seat of her new sports car.  
‘The coins were worth more than I ever imagined.’

Report by Owen Butcher, Media Correspondent, 
Glastonbury

WAGOLL: What A Good One Looks Like

Roman Coin Surprise for Mrs Ship 
 Newspaper Report

The treasure was discovered in a garden in Somerset.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers
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Nine Roman coins have been discovered 
in the Somerset garden of School Teacher 
Mrs Ship and are now to be put on  
public display

The nation was gripped last week as a local 
teacher became a millionaire thanks to a lucrative 
Roman find beneath her very feet.

Last year, Sally Ship, a 46-year-old secondary 
school art teacher from Somerset, decided to have 
an extension built on her home. ‘We’d outgrown 
our house but couldn’t find another one as nice,’ 
she explained. ‘Instead of moving, we decided to 
extend.’ The builders began work in March 2014 
and a few days later, Sally made a truly incredible 
find. ‘I remember watching the builders dig up 
my lawn. As I was giving out their cups of coffee,  
I noticed something in the hole they were digging; 
I had a feeling it was something special.’

‘Sally asked me to stop working because I was 
about to disturb whatever she’d seen. I hadn’t 
even spotted them,’ commented builder Karl 
Webb. ‘Finding treasure is a first for me!’ Mrs Ship 
told reporters how Karl had helped her climb into 
the hole to have a closer look. ‘I noticed another 
one and then another one,’ she added. ‘I was 
shaking. I knew this was something important 
so I immediately reported the find and told the 
builders they could go home until I’d found 
out what it was. I slept in the garden all night, 

guarding what I believed to be something very 
precious. My daughter thought I was crazy!’

‘I have to be honest, I thought they were some 
old, worthless bits of metal. When Mum said she 
was camping outside to guard her find, I thought 
she was totally overreacting,’ commented 
18-year-old Jenny Ship. ‘Mum and I love 
watching archaeology programmes. To think we 
had a little piece of history in our garden, well, 
it’s unbelievable really.’ Sally and Jenny have 
recently discovered that the nine coins are Roman 
and a mixture of bronze and silver. ‘Mum and I 
were excited to find out that the coins were really 
old. It gets you thinking about why they were 
there. Had they been dropped by accident? What 
had they bought?’

Mrs Ship explained that since her fantastic find, 
she has joined a local metal detectors group. ‘It’s 
great fun! After all, you never know what you’re 
going to find.’

Last week, Mrs Ship’s collection of Roman coins 
was auctioned to eager collectors in London, 
where they sold for a staggering  £2,000,000. ‘I 
couldn’t believe it!’ Mrs Ship reported with delight 
from the front seat of her new sports car. ‘The 
coins were worth more than I ever imagined.’

Report by Owen Butcher, Media Correspondent, 
Glastonbury 

WAGOLL: What A Good One Looks Like

Roman Coin Surprise for Mrs Ship 
 Newspaper Report

First paragraph is in bold. It briefly introduces 
the article by stating: What? Who? When? 
Where? How? The first word of this paragraph 
is in capital letters.

Quotes from different sources with inverted 
commas

Write in the 3rd person

Include the reporter’s name and job title

Final paragraph concludes the article

Second paragraph which provides slightly 
more detail as to what has happened. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers
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WAGOLL: What A Good One Looks Like  Newspaper Report

The treasure was discovered in a garden in Somerset.

Caption

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-writing/ks2-non-fiction/ks2-newspapers
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Introduction

Who was involved?

What happened?

First, 
                                                           

Next, 
                                                           

Then, 
                                                           

Where did the 
event take place?

When did 
it happen?

Interviews

Who will you interview? 
How are they involved in the events?

What did they have to say?

Final paragraph

What are the characters 
doing now?

What might happen in 
the future?

Name of newspaper:                                                     Price:                                Date:                           

Story headline:                                                                                                                         

Planning a Newspaper Report
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Final paragraph

What are the characters 
doing now?

What might happen in 
the future?

Name of newspaper:                                                     Price:                                Date:                           

Story headline:                                                                                                                         

Planning a Newspaper Report

Introduction

Who was involved?

What happened?

Where did the event 
take place?

When did it happen?

Interviews

Who will you interview? 
How are they involved in 
the events?

What did they 
have to say?  
Will you use direct  
or reported speech?

Break up the story in time order.

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3
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Introduction

Who was involved?

What happened?

Where did the event 
take place?

When did it happen?

Interviews

Who will you interview? 
How are they involved in 
the events?

What did they 
have to say?  
Will you use direct  
or reported speech?

Final paragraph

What are the 
characters doing 
now and what might 
happen in the future?

What will your picture be of?                                                    

What will the caption be?                                                         

Break up the story chronologically.

Paragraph 1

Paragraph 2

Paragraph 3

Name of newspaper:                                                     Price:                                Date:                           

Story headline:                                                                                                                         

Planning a Newspaper Report
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Geograpy  | Year 3 | Extreme Earth | Under Our Feet |  Lesson 1

visit twinkl.com

Make a Model Earth
You will need:

• modelling clay 
in red, yellow, 
orange and brown

• rolling pin

1 Make a small ball of red clay. This is the inner core.

2 Roll out a thick yellow sheet of clay and wrap it around 
the red ball. This is the outer core. Repeat with a thick 
layer of orange clay for the mantle.

3 Roll out a thin layer of brown clay and wrap around 
your model Earth. This is your crust.

4 You could also add a very thin layer of blue clay to be the 
seas and then some very thin green, brown and white to 
be the land. Use a globe to help you place your land.

5 Finally, cut your Earth very carefully in half to see all 
the layers inside.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/planit-primary-teaching-resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources/planit-geography-primary-teaching-resources-year-three




Make Your Own Volcano  
Science Activity

Geography | Year 3 | Extreme Earth | Volcanoes  | Lesson 2

You could build a paper mache volcano and put the cup inside it for extra effect!

The science behind it: 
You just made a chemical reaction! By mixing the acid (vinegar) and the 
alkali (bicarbonate of soda), bubbles of carbon dioxide (CO2) were released 
like in a pyroclastic flow. A pyroclastic flow moves very fast and is extremely 
dangerous, whilst lava flows move slowly and aren't much of a threat.

You will need:

1.	 Washing up liquid

2.	 Vinegar

3.	 Plastic cup 

4.	 Bicarbonate of soda

5.	 Red food colouring 

Method:
1.	 Fill	your	cup	just	over	half	full	with	water,	add	3	teaspoons	of	bicarbonate	of	

soda and give it a good stir until most of the bicarbonate of soda dissolves.

2.	 Add two drops of red food colouring and a good squirt of washing up liquid into 
the cup and once again give it a stir.

3.	 Make sure your volcano is in the kitchen or outside (or somewhere you don’t 
mind making a mess).

4.	 Quickly pour in just under a quarter of a cup of vinegar and enjoy your very 
own volcanic eruption!



Volcanoes - True or False?
When it comes to volcanoes, how well can you sort fact from fiction? 

1. Cut out the mini booklet below and stick it into your project. 

2. Cut out both sorting pouches and stick one on each page inside your booklet.

3. Cut out the facts provided and sort them into the pouches according to whether 
you think the statements are true or false. Research the questions if you need to. 

4. Ask someone else to try the sorting activity and share what you have learnt. 

Stick this side onto your  
lapbook or project.

Volcanoes  
True or False?

twinkl.com
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Volcanoes - True or False?

True

The volcanic rock 
pumice is the only 

rock that can float in 
water. 

The lighter the colour 
of the lava, the 
runnier it is. 

Earth’s moon has 
several active 

volcanoes.

Lava moves too fast 
for you to be able to 
run away from it.

80% of volcanoes are 
found beneath the 

seabed.

Researchers have 
found new species 

living next to 
underwater volcanoes.

Volcanoes can make 
sunsets appear more 

beautiful.

The biggest volcano 
on earth is taller than 

Mount Everest.

Tightrope walker 
Charles Blondin once 

crossed a volcanic 
crater on a tightrope.

Volcanoes are named 
after the Vulcan 
bomber plane. 

False
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Volcanoes – True or False Answers
Statement True or 

False? Extra Information

The volcanic rock pumice is 
the only rock that can float 
in water.

True
Pumice is usually grey and full of bubbles which 
are caused by hot gases moving through lava as 
it cools.

The lighter the colour of the 
lava, the runnier it is. True

Bright orange lava (approx. 1000°C) is much 
hotter than red lava (approx. 650°C) and flows 
more freely.

Volcanoes are named after 
the Vulcan bomber plane. False

Volcanoes are named after Vulcan – the Roman 
god of fire. The Vulcan bomber was also named 
after this Roman god.

80% of volcanoes are found 
beneath the seabed. True Underwater eruptions occur regularly and can 

create new land masses.

Earth’s moon has several 
active volcanoes. False

There has been volcanic activity on Earth’s moon 
in the past but there are currently no active 
volcanoes.

Researchers have found 
new species living next to 
underwater volcanoes.

True
Shrimp, worms, crabs, limpets and even sharks 
have all been found living in close proximity to 
volcanoes.

Tightrope walker Charles 
Blondin once crossed 
a volcanic crater on a 
tightrope.

False

Tightrope walker Charles Blondin was known for 
many famous daring stunts, including crossing 
the Niagara Falls, but he did not cross the crater 
of a volcano.

The biggest volcano on earth 
is taller than Mount Everest. True

Mauna Kea in Hawaii is 10,200 metres tall – 
making it taller than Mount Everest. However, 
most of it is underwater so it seems much smaller.

Volcanoes can make sunsets 
appear more beautiful. True

For many years after the largest volcanic eruption 
in human history (Mount Tambora in 1815), 
volcanic ash had an impact on the clouds and 
sunsets which can be seen in paintings created 
during the period.

Lava moves too fast for you 
to be able to run away from 
it.

False

Even on a steep slope, lava does not flow any 
faster than 30 kmph. This means that a human 
could comfortably outpace a lava over a short 
distance. On gentler slopes, lava would travel 
even more slowly.

visit twinkl.com



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    


	TEXT - Hotspot 1: 
	TEXT - Hotspot 2: 
	TEXT - Hotspot 3: 
	TEXT - Hotspot 4: 
	OPEN - 2: 
	OPEN - 3: 
	OPEN - 4: 
	OPEN - 1: 
	CLOSE - 4: 
	CLOSE - 3: 
	CLOSE - 2: 
	CLOSE - 1: 


