
Welcome back to the second 
half of the Summer Term.  As 
last things seem to be heading 
back towards some kind of 
normality and we can look 
forward to some usual  sum-
mer events. 

As I mentioned before, there 
will be no formal homework, 
however I have set the children 
a Spelling Shed and Rockstars 
Challenge 

Spellings should be practised 
every day, once a day via 
Spelling Shed.  I have set up a 
Spelling Shed Challenge where 
those children who practise 
this way can earn extra class 
points. 

Reading is such an essential skill and 
although they may not want to (being 
grown up Y5s and Y6s) listening to 
them read and talking about what 
they’ve read is really important. I will 
attach some reading prompts for you 
to use to talk to your child about what 
they have read. 

Times Tables Rockstars: please try and 
encourage the children to play this 
most days - so much of the maths we 
do is reliant on knowing tables by 
heart.  If the children are secure with 
their tables knowledge, then everything 
else comes far more easily to them. 

If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch:  

hrogers@st-giles-
matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

WELCOME BACK! 

Topic: Alchemy Island 

It’s time to suspend your 
disbelief and open your 
mind. We’re going on a 
magical journey to Alche-
my Island. Can you find 
the gold hidden deep with-
in the island’s mysterious 
landscape? The only way is 
to study the map, unravel 
the riddle and begin your 
adventure. On the way, 
you must do all you can to 
learn about gold and mas-
ter the ancient art of al-
chemy. Be creative and try 
to impress the island’s 
team of ace alchemists. 
Will they praise your sci-
entific expertise? What if 
there were a video game 

version of Alchemy Is-
land? Could you compose 
a stunning soundtrack to 
bring this mysterious 
landscape to life? You’ve 
got your map, coordi-
nates and everything else 
you need to make your 
way across Alchemy Is-
land. Don’t forget to pack 
your imagination. Got 
your suitcase ready? Then 
let the journey begin. 

Linked texts: Wizard of 
Earthsea – Ursula Le 
Guin; The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe – C.S. 
Lewis 

WHITE HALL 

Our visit to White Hall is 
now only 5 weeks away.  If 
you have not yet settled 
the balance, please con-
tact Mrs Bednall or Miss 
Hare as soon as possible 
to do this. 

I will be holding meeting 
for parents on 23rd June.  
I will send out kit lists at 
this meeting. 

Please DO NOT buy any 
special equipment such 
as waterproofs and walk-
ing boots.  White Hall pro-
vide these for the chil-
dren. 

They will need wellies, 
which you will need to 
provide. 

 C
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Summer Term 2 

Monday 19th April 



 

Our English will be linked to the topic work, Genres we will cover will in-
clude stories, journals, poetry, debate on issues, letters. Here are some 
books which link to our topic 

BOOK LIST: 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone JK Rowling  

Shadow Forest Matt Haig  

Macbeth (A Shakespeare Story) Andrew Matthews   

Jumanji Chris Van Allsburg   

Crystal and Gem (DK Eyewitness) DK Books  

Frozen in Time Ali Sparkes   

The Apothecary Maile Meloy  

 The Tempest (A Shakespeare Story) Andrew Matthews  

With the warmer days a water bottle is essential 
for PE lessons.  Please ensure your child brings 
one to school, preferably every day, but espe-
cially for PE days. 

Unfortunately there will be no swimming for the rest 
of the year.  
 
PE will take place on Tuesdays and Fridays.   
 
Tuesday lessons will be led by Mrs Scully, and Friday 
lessons by Premier Sport. 
Please ensure that your child comes to school in their 
PE kit on Tuesdays and Fridays. 
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English and Maths 

 

CLASS  4  

Lunch Times 
In order to ensure the Infant 
and Junior Bubbles do not 
mix at lunchtimes, the Junior 
Bubble will spend  their second 
lunch time break on the field.  
Now the weather is getting 
warmer, it is tempting to not 
send your child to school with 
a coat, but please can I ask 
that you do send one, just in 
case we go outside.  We go 
out in all weathers, so a coat is 
essential.   

 
 
 



S UM ME R TER M 2  

 Give your child access to plenty of 
texts on many different topics and 
by a wide range of authors who 
write in different styles, e.g. Roald 
Dahl, Michael Morpurgo to Antho-
ny Horowitz.  

 Encourage discussion with your 
child when pronouncing new words 
if their reasonable attempt does not 
sound correct.  

 Broaden the vocabulary you use 
when speaking to your child and be 
prepared to clarify the meaning of a 
wider range of words, modelling 
them within sentences.  

 Encourage your child to read silent-
ly to themselves but check their un-
derstanding of what they have read 
after doing so.  

 Read difficult texts to your child and 
allow them the chance to listen and 
ask questions.  

By Year 6, children should be able 
to accurately read aloud a wide 
range of poetry and books written 
at an age-appropriate interest level 
at a reasonable speaking pace. They 
should be able to read most words 
effortlessly and work out the pro-
nunciation of unfamiliar written 
words with increasing automatici-
ty. If the pronunciation sounds 
unfamiliar, pupils in year 6 should 
independently ask for help in de-
termining both the meaning of the 
word and how to pronounce it 
correctly.  

Children should be able to read 
texts aloud with appropriate into-
nation to show their understand-

ing. They should be able to sum-
marise and present a familiar story 
in their own words. They should be 
reading widely and frequently for 
pleasure and to retrieve infor-
mation, outside of school as well 
as in school. They should be able 
to read silently with good under-
standing. They should be able to 
infer the meanings of unfamiliar 
words and then discuss what they 
have read.  

During year 6, pupils should con-
tinue to expand their vocabulary 
through exposure to stories, plays, 
poetry, non-fiction and textbooks, 
both read by them and to them by 
others. They should be given the 

opportunity to listen 

to books and other writing that 
they have not come across before 
– hearing and learning new vocab-
ulary and grammatical structures, 
and having a chance to talk about 
this. Their confidence, enjoyment 
and mastery of language should be 
extended through public speaking, 
performance and debate.  

By the end of year 6, your child’s 
reading should be sufficiently flu-
ent and effortless enough for them 
to manage the general demands of 
the curriculum in year 7, across all 
subjects, in order to enable them 
to learn the necessary subject-
specific vocabulary.  
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What this means for parents 

Reading with Your Y5 and Y6 Child 



EXPECTATIONS IN Y5and Y6 WHAT YOU COULD SAY 

Apply knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, 
both to read aloud, and to understand the meaning of 
new words. 

Can you find a work which begins with the prefix dis-? 

What does the prefix anti– mean? So  what could this 
new word mean? 

Maintain positive attitudes to reading and an under-
standing of what they have read. 

Did you enjoy that book>  Why? 

Continue to read and discuss a wide range fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction, reference books and textbooks. 

What did you think about…? 

Shall we watch a play about…? 

Read books which are structured in different ways and 
written for a range of purposes. 

Can you see any subheadings in this text?  Why are they 
used? 

How has this text been organised? 

Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books in-
cluding myths, legends, traditional stories, modern fic-
tion, books from other cultures and traditions. 

What type of story is this? 

Have you ever read a…? 

Let’s go to the library and see if we can find a book 
from… 


