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29th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
I hope that you have all managed to have the best Christmas 2020 possible. I am writing 
with an update of the latest news from St Giles. 
 
PTFA 
We all want to say a massive “Thank You” to our wonderful PTFA, who kindly paid for the 
Christmas party snacks and gifts. In a year where their fundraising opportunities have been 
severely hampered, they have never stopped offering support to our school. Thank you also 
to those involved in organising the calendars and Christmas cards, and thank you to 
everyone who bought them. 
 
Lockdown Carols 
A special thank you also goes to Joe Marshall for his amazing work creating the beautiful 
lockdown carols. If you haven't received a link to view them, please let me know and I'll 
forward them to you. Thanks must also go to all the children that took part and the very 
patient parents who helped them!  
 
Other Christmas News 
It was wonderful that we made it to St Giles Church to hold our Christingle services which 
both went very well. I was also the guest of honour at the Infants' wonderful Nativity Play, 
The Bossy King. The children all spoke clearly, sang beautifully and acted dramatically! A 
huge thank you to the Infant Staff who managed to put this together in such a short time. 
 
Executive Headship 
From the start of January, I will be the Executive Headteacher of St Giles and Turnditch CE 
Primary Schools. I know that many of you are quite used to Executive Headteachers, but I 
wanted to clarify a few details of how it will work. First of all, I will NOT be the headteacher 
of one school for half the time and the other school for the other half of my time. I will be 
the full-time head of both schools, all of the time. Some systems, policies and procedures 
will be shared and it will be a huge advantage for both schools to work closely with and 
learn from each other, but it is a vital part of my job to keep the distinctiveness of the two 
separate schools. Each school is wonderful, and has their own huge strengths, but they are 
different from each other and reflect their own communities, and I do not want to lose that. 
 
I, obviously, can only be physically present at one school at a time, but I will ensure that I am 
based at St Giles for 2.5 days each week. I am going to try to work towards these being the 



same days every week, but initially it will be very flexible, as I work around things that are 
already in the diaries at both schools.  
 
New Staff 
We have been very busy recruiting new staff, who should all be starting during the first fewe 
of weeks of January. I would like to welcome the following to our family at St Giles. 
 
Miss Hare - School Business Assistant 
Miss Bailey – Apprentice Teaching Assistant 
Mrs Jones - Teaching Assistant 
Ms Pilkington - Midday Supervisor 
 
Sally Bednall will still be based at St Giles, but some of the time she will be working as School 
Business Manager for Turnditch School. So that she can be freed up for this role, we have 
appointed Charlotte Hare to work in the office at St Giles for two days each week (we are 
not sure which days yet). Please leave any messages, money or letters with Charlotte in 
exactly the same way that you do with Sally. 
 
Fruit and Snacks 
All junior children can bring in a portion of fruit to eat during morning break (this is provided 
for infant children). They should not bring in any other snacks or treats. The only exception 
is "Treat Friday." Every Friday, all children can bring in a biscuit, cake, snack bar or piece of 
fruit to eat at breaktime. Chocolate biscuits are allowed, but chocolate bars and sweets are 
NOT. We have a responsibility to help your children make healthy choices, but we need your 
support to ensure that they only bring in acceptable treats. 
 
INSET DAY 
Just a reminder that Monday 4th January is a training day for staff and that children should 
return on Tuesday 5th January. 
 
I wish you all a very happy, healthy and peaceful new year. It's got to be better than the last 
one! 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr Ben Twelves 
Executive Headteacher 
St Giles (Matlock) and Turnditch Church of England Primary Schools  
  
  
 
   


