
Class 1 Newsletter  
Autumn term 1 

 
We just wanted to share some of what we have been 
learning about in Class 1 so far this term and also to 
thank you for your patience and understanding during 
drop off and collection times. We are so proud of the way 
your children have settled into the classroom routines. 
 
Over the past few weeks the learning has been focussed on 
making friends and learning the routines of the classroom. 
We have outlined some of this below:  
 
Literacy 
We have used a selection of stories about friendship and 
being kind including Harry and the Dinosaurs go to 
School, Lost and Found, The lion and the mouse and The 
Little Red Hen. We have developed each story through 
retelling, acting out, sequencing and talking. We have also 
introduced the children to story maps and they have 
learnt to use a story map to retell a story themselves. 
They are brilliant at retelling The Little Red Hen!! She 
even came to visit the children in the classroom. 
 
After assessing each child’s knowledge of letter sounds, we 
have started daily Phonics lessons each morning. As we 
learn new sounds your child will bring them home so you 
can practise saying the sound and finding them in words. 
We will also be learning ‘tricky words’ – words which can’t 
be blended to read. We will send these home as we learn 
them too. 
 
All children have been given reading books to bring home 
and share with you. It would be helpful to encourage 
them to talk about the pictures and answer questions 
about the story. So far the books are picture books, but as 
they become more confident recognising sounds and being 
able to blend them we will introduce books with simple 
words in too. Encourage them to find letter sounds they 
are familiar with and ‘blend’ them together to attempt the 
word. 



 
It would be helpful if you could note in your child’s 
reading record that you have listened to them read each 
book at least once (a tick or smiley face is fine) and we 
will change them at least once a week.  
Due to the current situation we wanted to assure you that 
returned books are kept in ‘quarantine’ for 72 hours before 
being put back into general circulation    
We will regularly share reading books with your child in 
school so please make sure they bring them each day. 
  
Maths 
After initial assessment the children have been learning to 
count accurately – touching objects as we count, counting 
sounds and counting actions. We’ve also been matching 
numbers to sets and counting along a number line. They 
have been learning to sort objects in different ways and 
say what is the same and what is different. They have 
also learnt to recognise ‘numicon’ which are a series of 
coloured plastic pieces with holes in (1 -10). Each morning 
we work out which day of the week it is, the date and the 
month of the year 
. 
Outside 
Just a reminder that the children have access to the 
outside classroom throughout the day so if you could 
ensure that your child has a coat or waterproof every day 
that would be great. PE is every Wednesday and the 
children have been loving this 
 
Tapestry 
You should now all have access to your child’s online 
learning journal. An email link will have been sent to the 
email address you provided us with. Clicking on this will 
enable you to generate your own password for access. We 
daily upload children’s learning so please have a look – it 
is a great way to start a conversation about their day at 
school. You can ‘like’ and ‘comment’ on our observations 
and even upload your own! Some of you have already done 
this which is a delight for us to see. If you need any help 
with this or with any other matter then please contact us: 
 
jtaylor@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 
cmcmanus@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 
 
 
Mrs Taylor, Mrs McManus and Mrs Rodgers. 
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