
 

Blood Heart 
Let’s explore our circulatory system!  
At the start of our project, we’ll dissect an animal heart, finding out about the different parts and how the blood 
flows.  We’ll look at the circulatory system and the function of the different elements of blood.  We’ll explore the 
different blood groups and find out which is the most common blood group in the class. We’ll also learn about 
how smoking affects the heart, as well as how we keep our hearts healthy through diet and exercise.   

English will look at a range of different texts, but much will be based on the book Pig Heart Boy by Malorie 
Blackman.  We’ll think about the morality of the issues discussed and look at the story from a range of different 
viewpoints.  We’ll also write reports about how the circulatory system and heart work. 

Maths will continue to be taught as separate year groups.   
This half term the Y5 children will learn about statistics (graphs and charts), multiplication & division and 
perimeter & area.   
Year 6 will cover: Fractions and Position and Direction.   
 
Times Tables knowledge is essential for both year groups.  Please ensure that your child knows their tables really 
well, (we will continue to work on them in lessons too) and makes good use of Times Tables Rockstars.  Knowing 
the inverse is also essential, i.e. If I know that 9 x 8 = 72, then 72 ÷ 8 = 9.  It is also helpful to present them with 
questions written out differently, e.g. 72 = 8 x ___? 

Homework 
Homework continues this half term.  By now your child should be more than half way through the 10 tasks.  A 
reminder that it does not have to be their school reading book.  Homework books should be handed in on 
MONDAYS for marking.    I will also set maths homework weekly using My Maths.  Your child should have their 
My Maths login details on a card, as well as the letters sent home to you last half term. 

Spelling Tests are on Friday morning. 

Water Bottles 
A reminder please that children should have a water bottle in school which should contain only water.  Juice and 
squash are not permitted.  Some bottles have a section for fresh fruit to be added to flavour 
the water.  These are fine.  We are not allowed to give children a cup to drink from due to 
Covid restrictions, so having a bottle in school is essential, especially on Tuesdays and Fridays 
when the children have PE lessons. 

Recommended Reads for this topic: Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman; Bodies – The Whole 
Blood Pumping Story; The Heart and the Bottle by Oliver Jeffers; Heartbeat Away by Laura 
Summers.  

If you need to contact me please email: hrogers@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk  or contact me via Class 
Dojo. 
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