
Class 2 Newsletter 
Autumn term 1

Hello and welcome to the start of a new school year.  I hope you had a 
fantastic time over the summer holidays!

There is lots going on this term and there have been some changes which I 
hope this Newsletter will cover.  However, if you have any further questions 
or queries please do not hesitate to come in and chat to us!  

Your child is now in KS1, which covers both Year 1 and Year 2.  We are known 
as Class 2 – which is a bit confusing for the Year 1 children!

Rewards
Across the school, we have a new rewards system.  Each child has been placed 
in one of the following four teams – Ruby, Emerald, Topaz or Sapphire.  
Children get awarded ‘Team Points’ for a range of positive behaviours, such as 
being polite, working hard, helping others etc.  The team that collects the 
most team points across the week gets a special mention in our Friday 
Assembly.  Furthermore, the team that collects the most points over the term 
will get a lovely treat! 

Snacks 
Each playtime children in KS1 are provided with fruit for their snack, 
however, you are more than welcome to supplement this snack with fresh or 
dried fruit or vegetables from home. Friday is still ‘treat Friday’, when the 
children can bring in a small snack of their choice, such as a chocolate biscuit 
or a bag of crisps. Nuts are not permitted due to allergies, nor are large bags 
of sweets.  Children also need to bring a water bottle to school each day, 
squash and juice are not permitted.

Dropping off and collecting
In the mornings, you are more than welcome to come in to the classroom and 
help your child to sort their belongings.  However, there is no expectation for 
you to do this as we encourage the children to be as independent as possible.  
Also, at the end of the day, Class 2 children are now being released from the 
Class 2 door.  Thank you for assisting by standing nearby or making yourself 
visible so we can hand your child over safely.



Uniform and extras
Please ensure that every item of your child’s uniform is labelled with their 
name.  It would also be great if your child could have a pair of wellies that 
stay at school during term time as we make lots of use of our fantastic 
grounds, which seem be remain fairly muddy throughout the year!  Also, PE 
will take place every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.  Jogging bottoms and 
a warm fleece or jumper would make a very useful addition as we do still go 
out in the chilly weather.

Topic
In Class 2, you may be surprised to learn that we have been time travelling 
today!  We landed in the time of the Dinosaurs where we discovered a range 
of different sized footprints, bones and eggs which prompted our theme for 
this term: ‘Dinosaur Planet’.

Literacy
Initially, we are going to be exploring non-fiction texts to find out exciting 
dinosaur information such as how big they were or what they liked to gobble 
up!  We will then focus on writing our own factual sentences remembering to 
use our phonics to spell words and use simple punctuation correctly and 
consistently.  Later in the term, we will be creating dinosaur themed poetry!

Phonic sessions will also take place daily. The Year 1 children will be starting 
‘Phase 5 Phonics’ and the Year 2 children will be starting ‘Phase 6’.  You have 
already been issued with your child’s spellings for the term and it is vital that 
you help your child practise their spellings in readiness for the test each 
Friday.  This will really support their learning in the daily phonic sessions.  
Your child has also been issued with access to the ‘Spelling Shed’ website 
which will be updated weekly to assist in learning their spellings.

All children have now been supplied with a reading book and a bookmark 
which indicates which band they select their reading books from.  Once you 
have listened to your child read the book two or three times, to ensure they 
are reading fluently, you or your child may then change their reading book.  
Each time you listen to your child read, please indicate this in the reading 
record with a date and a brief comment, so that your child can collect five 
team points!  



Maths
This term we will be focussing on Place Value.  In this unit we will cover; 
writing numbers and number words correctly, counting accurately and 
understanding what each digit represents depending on its position e.g. 23 
means that you have 2 tens and 3 ones.  We will also use the language ‘greater 
than’, ‘less than’  and ‘equal to’ to compare numbers and subsequently use 
the symbols, <, > and = to extend our understanding.

Science
We will be learning about different types of animals, with a particular focus 
on our reptilian friends, the dinosaurs.  Furthermore, we will identify and 
name a variety of animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals.  We will also carry out investigations to decide whether an animal 
is a herbivore, carnivore or omnivore based on their teeth.

History
Of course, we will be trying to get our heads around how far back in time 
dinosaurs stomped around Planet Earth.  We will also be learning about Mary 
Anning and finding out about the importance and impact of her discoveries.

RE
Our RE learning will be centred around the question, ‘Who is a Muslim and 
what do they believe?’  Firstly, we will consider what is important to us and 
our identity.  Then we will learn through stories what Muslims believe and 
how this influences the way they show their beliefs.



Homework Tasks

Below, is a list of suggestions for dinosaur related homework tasks.  If your 
child has their own ideas about homework projects, then they are more than 
welcome to pursue these!  

Your child is expected to carry out at least once piece of homework before 
the October half term and bring it in, as soon as it has been completed, to 
share with the class and be rewarded for their effort.

Tasks 

• Work with grown ups at home to research more amazing facts about the 
age of the dinosaurs.

• Visit a tropical animal centre or shop to have a closer look at some modern 
day reptiles. Take some photographs to show the class. 

• Find non-fiction books at home (or in the local library) about dinosaurs. 
Bring them to school to share. 

• Hunt for ferns, yew trees, monkey puzzle trees and other prehistoric plants 
while you’re out and about. You might even find ornamental ferns in the 
houses of your family and friends. 

• Create a dinosaur mask or hat and bring it to school for a dinosaur parade! 

• Watch the birds in your garden or local park. Look at them closely with 
binoculars. Do you think they walk like dinosaurs? 

• Work with an adult to produce a dinosaur movie or show using toys, 
puppets or models. Evergreen bushes and a rocky or dusty area of your 
garden or local park would make perfect film sets! 

• Take part in a dinosaur reading challenge. Every time you read a book at 
home, you’ll earn a piece of a cut-up dinosaur picture. Stick them within a 
dinosaur outline and see how long it takes you to make the whole picture!


