
 

 

 

April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

We hope you are all keeping safe and well in these difficult times. As school has been closed for over a 

week, we wanted to write and let you know of any changes and developments that have taken place. 

 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS 

Mrs Bednall has started the process of issuing vouchers for those families entitled to Free School 

Meals.  Eligible families should by now have received information on how to claim the vouchers. Please 

email school if you are having any difficulties with this.  

 

OUTSTANDING DINNER MONEY, AFTER SCHOOL AND BREAKFAST CLUB FEES 

If you still owe dinner money or after school and breakfast club fees can we please request that you pay as 

and when you are able to using ParentPay. We appreciate that some of you may not be in a position to do 

this at the moment but any amount can be paid at any time.  Please email Mrs Bednall if you have any 

concerns at all.   

 

HOME LEARNING 

We hope that the children have been working hard on the activities sent home by the teaching staff; we 

have certainly enjoyed seeing the photos you have been sending in.  Please keep sending these to us, and 

we'll keep adding them to both the blog and the Facebook pages.  For those eager beavers who may have 

completed any work set, or would simply like some more, please do follow the links on the Home Leaning 

page of the school website: https://www.stgilesceprimarymatlock.co.uk/home-learning.  

There are plenty of ideas and suggestions to keep the children busy there. 

 

RECEPTION – CLASS 1 – from Mrs Taylor   

Thank you to all the Class 1 parents who are uploading information onto Tapestry. It's great for Mrs 

Rodgers and I to see all the fun things that you have been doing and learning. If you haven't had a chance 

to look yet please, please do. I have put up some activities for you to have a go at and I've read a story (in 2 

parts). It's a great way for us to keep in touch with you and your children and vice versa. If you're 

experiencing any difficulties accessing Tapestry or with your child's home learning then please email me: 

jtaylor@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

MATHS ACTIVITIES – Mrs Ward 

Mrs Ward will be setting weekly maths challenges for each class. These will be on the home learning page 

of the school website. They will all be based around different themes and will encourage your children to 

use previous maths skills they have used. Every child who attempts the maths challenge should email their 

attempt to Mrs Ward for their name to be showcased on the school webpage and for a chance to win a dip 

in her prize box when back at school!  

Good Luck! 

 

EASTER ACTIVITIES – Mrs Angrave 

As Easter approaches, we thought you might like some Easter related home activities to have a go at. There 

is a list of ideas on the school website in the Home Learning section including finding out about the Easter 

story, Easter crafts and free resources to keep everybody busy. Have fun and don't forget to send us photos 

of what you have been up to! 
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Eggcellent Easter Egg Decorating Competition 

Decorate up to three eggs with the theme 'Rainbows' and send us a picture. We will pass them onto Mrs 

Foster who will be our judge and there will be prizes for the best entries. The closing date is Thursday 9th 

April. We look forward to seeing your creativity and wonderful eggs! Best of luck.  

 

Use of school for emergency childcare 

Many thanks to all of our parents for being so understanding at this challenging time. A few children have 

accessed the school childcare offer for those children of key workers.  

With regard to the Easter Holidays, the government have asked ‘schools, wherever possible, to maintain 

provision for children of workers critical to the COVID-19 response over the Easter holidays’. 

 

Whilst I am sure that you have already planned to ensure you have safe care in place for your children over 

the Easter break, we have been in contact with those families who have been using the school provision.  If 

your situation has changed please get in touch via email to Mrs Bednall. Please only consider the school 

offer of provision if absolutely necessary. Think very carefully before asking us for support and only contact 

us if all other avenues of care have been exhausted. 

 

In line with government guidance (27.3.20) I would like to remind parents that: 

- provision is only for the children of key workers who are critical to the COVID-19 response over the Easter 

holidays. 

- Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be, to limit the virus from spreading any further. 

 

We really appreciate your support in this and I am very grateful to the staff team who have so willingly 

offered their time to be in school when needed.  

 

EASTER 

On behalf of all the staff we would like to wish you a Happy Easter.  We are all really missing seeing the 

children and their families but please do all you can to follow the Government advice and stay safe.  We 

look forward to seeing you all again soon.  

 

 

If you have any queries or problems, please do contact the school or your child's teacher directly: 

enquiries@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk (Mrs Bednall) 

hrogers@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

cangrave@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

cmcmanus@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

eward@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

jtaylor@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 

headteacher@st-giles-matlock.derbyshire.sch.uk 
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